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Score Point: Condition Code A — No reference to the scenario/answered focus

The writer summarizes the reading selections and discusses the theme of responsibility as it
applies to each selection, but does not address the scenario question.



HST in Reading Spring 2000 Released Items

Page 19

29b Student Response 2

Score Point: Condition Code A — No reference to the scenario/answered focus

Although the writer uses an example of classroom behavior, there is no mention of school safety
or school violence.  It is evident that the writer is only using the selections to answer the focus
question.
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29c Student Response 3
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Score Point: Condition Code E — Off Task (no reference to any of the reading selections)

In this long response, the writer responds to the scenario but does NOT reference any of the
reading selections.  The response is entirely prior knowledge and personal opinion.
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29d Student Response 4
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Score Point: 1

The writer responds to the scenario question by listing all of the people responsible for a safe
school, but the majority of the support for this writer’s position is prior knowledge.  In the last
page, a superficial reference is made to “You’re a Big Baby.”  This reference does not provide
support, but it is an attempt to connect the selection to the scenario question.
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29e Student Response 5

Score Point: 1

This writer refers to all three of the reading selections, but is unable to make clear or relevant
connections between the selections and the scenario question.  The majority of the response
consists of random facts or misconceptions drawn from the reading selection.
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29f Student Response 6
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Score Point: 1

The writer demonstrates a very superficial understanding of the reading selections and their
connection to the scenario.  The references to the selections are primarily taken out of context in
an effort to support the writer’s position.  This manipulation of the reading selections
demonstrates the writer’s inability to make relevant connections between the selections and
scenario, or to recognize the common themes across the readings.
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29g Student Response 7

Score Point: 1

In this response the writer refers to two of the reading selections.  Although the references are
relevant, they are too vague and superficial to effectively support the position.  More detailed
references and clearer connections to the scenario are necessary for a higher score.
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29h Student Response 8
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Score Point: 2

This response draws support from only one reading selection, “The Bell of Atri.”  The first
paragraph and final sentence provide a weak connection between the selection and the scenario
question.  Although references to the selection are relevant, the majority of the response is
digression into prior knowledge.
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29i Student Response 9
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Score Point: 2

This writer makes limited connections between the reading selections and the scenario question.
Support remains ineffective due to major misconceptions (the writer implies that the Silent
Couple are unaware of what’s going on around them), and irrelevant references to “You’re a Big
Baby,” and a vague but relevant connection to “The Bell of Atri.”
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29j Student Response 10
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Score Point: 2

The writer responds to the scenario question, taking the position that students are irresponsible
and, therefore, the “schools should be in charge of defending the environment.” Although the
writer refers to all three selections, much of the response is devoted to retelling, and connections
between selections and the scenario are limited.
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29k Student Response 11

Score Point: 2

In this high 2 response, the writer takes the position that school safety “rests [totally] on the
students.”  This theme of individual responsibility is developed by citing examples across all
three of the reading selections; however, references are limited and not sufficiently developed to
effectively support this position.
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29l Student Response 12
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Score Point: 3

The writer states a clear position (“It’s an individual’s responsibility”) and supports it with
referenced examples from each selection.  The writer also recognizes a common idea (the failure
to take responsibility) connecting the reading selections.  References to the selections and
connections to the scenario, however, tend to be general or vague, making support less effective.
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29m Student Response 13
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Score Point: 3

In this response, the writer takes the position that students must be “responsible for themselves
and sometimes others.”  By contrasting responsible and irresponsible behavior in the three
reading selections, the writer demonstrates an understanding of this common idea across the
reading selections.  In the final paragraph, the writer connects the selections and the theme of
responsibility back to the scenario.  These connections are very brief.
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29n Student Response 14
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Score Point: 3

This writer effectively supports the position that “everyone is responsible for their own actions”
and must “learn to compromise” with specific examples within each reading selection.  The
theme of responsibility for one’s own actions implicitly connects “You’re a Big Baby” and “The
Silent Couple.”  However, the writer does not offer a very specific reference from “The Bell of
Atri,” which weakens its connection to the scenario.
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29o Student Response 15
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Score Point: 3

The writer successfully supports his stated position (“It is everyone’s responsibility”) with
specific references to two reading selections and clear connections to the scenario.  The final
paragraph demonstrates a clear connection to the scenario question and across two of the readings
(“Bell of Atri” and “The Silent Couple”).  Only brief reference and weak connection is made to
“You’re a Big Baby.”
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29p Student Response 16
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Score Point: 4

In this response, the theme of equal justice and accepting the consequences of one’s own actions are
developed as they relate to school violence and the selections.  The reference to “The Bell of Atri”
develops a thoughtful connection between equal justice in that selection and how this concept should be
applied to schools.  The implicit theme of accepting the consequences of one’s own actions is shown in
both “You’re a Big Baby” and “The Silent Couple” and is connected back to the scenario.  Finally, the
writer explicitly connects the idea of individual responsibility to both Mike and the King of Atri.
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29q Student Response 17
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Score Point: 4

In this response, the writer takes the position that parents and children are both responsible for a
safe school.  Through comparison and contrast, the writer explicitly presents a thoughtful
application of the common ideas (taking responsibility for actions and shared responsibility) that
connect all three reading selections.  Although the final paragraph is wordy, it demonstrates that
this writer understands these common themes and their relationship to the scenario.
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29r Student Response 18
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Score Point: 4

In this response, the writer takes the position that students are “accountable” for their actions.
This position is thoughtfully and clearly supported with referenced examples from within all
three of the reading selections.  The theme of personal choice and one’s obligations to others is
developed across all of the readings.  The final paragraph explicitly connects these themes and
their relationship to the scenario.
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29s Student Response 19
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Score Point: 4

The writer takes the position that school safety “can be attained only if each individual takes this
problem to a personal level and does his/her part to correct it.”  The writer then supports this
position with relevant referenced examples from within each of the readings.  A clear, thoughtful
understanding of the themes of personal responsibility and accountability for one’s actions
connect all of the readings.  The contrast between real and ideal societies is also insightful.  The
response is clear, thoughtful, and demonstrates a synthesis of relevant knowledge.
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29t Student Response 20
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Score Point: 4
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29u Student Response 21
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Score Point: 4
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29v Student Response 22
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Score Point: 4
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29w Student Response 23
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Score Point: 4
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29x Student Response 24
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Score Point: 4
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29y Student Response 25
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Score Point: 4
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29z Student Response 26



HST in Reading Spring 2000 Released Items

Page 68

Score Point: 4
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29aa Student Response 27

Score Point: 4
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